The Ecology Summer School of EFECW at the Kirchentag in Dresden
The German branch of EFECW had been invited by the women’s centre of the Kirchentag to offer a workshop “With our heart near creation – women from east and west stand up for climate protection”.

This is a topic the Ecology Summer School works at since about a decade. It was therefore the Summer School’s task to prepare the workshop. Fourteen women from Belarus, Germany, Croatia, and Serbia met in Tharandt near Dresden end of may to do this. At the same time, in the same house, met another EFECW project group, the “Neighbours around the Baltic Sea”. We enjoyed very much to eat, celebrate, meditate and worship together, though our working hours were separate. Many of the “Neighbours” finally participated in the workshop.
During the workshop preparation the “Message of St. Petersburg” played an important role.  It was admired in its wording by the Summer School participants and greeted as an essential step to forward the topic ‘responsibility for creation’ in the Forum’s work. Copies of it’s translation into German were part of to the material offered to those attending the workshop.

Our aim for the workshop was to communicate a decade of experiences and to give an impulse to every participant to see to climate protection and a careful use of energy in her own scope. This includes the personal as well as the political level.

Two speakers were involved: Anja Köhne from the German board of “Friends of the Earth” dealt with climate politics. She said: “When we get aware of climate change, it is too late.” We had to stop immediately our way of consuming energy , but women with their manner of saving energy and being interested in energy efficiency were often marginalized in public discussions and in politics. We had to change our behaviour, but new technologies were necessary as well. Yet we had to be on our guard against wrong developments under the label of climate protection: atomic energy, carbon storage, geoengineering. Irina Grushevaja from the organization “For the Children of Chernobyl” very impressively told us about the dangers of atomic energy. People in Belarus do not live after the Chernobyl catastrophe but with it. The negative consequences are still omnipresent 25 years afterwards. She said, that after the nuclear accident many women were officially forced to end their pregnancy; otherwise the negative impact of radiation would be even more obvious today. Eighteen board members of her organization have died from cancer. But it seems, that nobody wanted to learn the lesson: Fukushima happened, with the Japanese people being forced to experience the same ill fate as the people from Belarus 25 years earlier.

 After the introductory speaches the workshop split up in two working groups: one around the women from Belarus to learn more about their situation. The other discussed the role of women in climate protection and the frame needed for success. The discussions were animate and concentrated. All were well aware how important the subject is and how much it affects our lives as Christian women. It became clear, that
· women from Belarus need solidarity across borders, founded on spirituality, since their whole life is imbued by the hidden catastrophe
· as women we must live simply, economically and with care, use energy efficiently, and convince others to do the same, especially children and young people

· we should support regionality in order to save energy and for ecological, social, and democratic reasons
· we must find a political way to insist on the application of the “polluter pays” principle: responsibilities are not well defined and there is a lack of transparency

· steps in the right direction need acknowledgement, success must be made known.

The Summer School people very much look forward to join forces with the new working group “Creation” set up during the General Assembly in Loccum
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