Strengthening the Role of Moldovan Women in Society
The Ecumenical Forum of Christian Moldovan Women implemented a project in 2010 with the valuable support of the Ecumenical Forum of Christian European Women, aiming to increase women’s social, political and economic equality by providing women with knowledge, skills and strategies they need in order to promote changes in their lives and communities.

As in many post-Soviet states, the role of women in Moldova has reverted to pre-Soviet "traditional" roles that emphasize women as mothers and domestic caretakers, but not as political or economic actors. Women in both urban and rural areas carry the burden of domestic duties and child care in addition to working outside the home. As a result of tradition and economic necessity, women engage in domestic food-processing activities in the summer to provide home-canned food for the winter months. Although men seemingly have more decision-making power in the public and private spheres, women act as the organizers of daily and ritual life. They organize social gatherings, gift-giving relations, and the infrastructure of numerous official and semiofficial events. There are no moral restrictions on women's participation in public life, although many women choose not to have executive positions and give priority to their domestic duties. Thus, women are often placed in the contradictory position of being the family breadwinner - either for a lower salary than men in Moldova earn or, more commonly, for higher pay and higher risks working abroad. 

However women do not possess power within society to change these conditions for themselves and their families. Nor do they have the power to change conditions within society for the benefit of all. Through the seemingly empowering act of emigration, many women are made victims of traffickers and abusive employment practices abroad, yet they receive little or no protection from the Moldovan government or society. Increasing women's participation in civil society is crucial to improving women's roles in Moldova and stemming the tide of trafficking.

Due to the project activities, the Ecumenical Forum of Christian Moldovan Women had the possibility to organize a set of trainings and workshops for women, to able them with the essential skills in the project management, communication, self-evaluation and practical English language knowledge. During the instructive sessions, the women began increasing their appreciation and realized that they must have a position in the modern society and be active for their and community benefit. The project activities were oriented on socialisation process, status of women in the society, leadership and various roles, etc. through various group exercises and training sessions. The members of the EFCMW involved unemployed and employed, young and adult women, improving their knowledge regarding their small business and their place in the Church, community and politics. They were taught how to lobby the authorities or other persons, in the case they desire to make a change, to develop their affairs and what to do if someone tries to prevent them in their way to success. The women involved in the project left with positive mental attitude about presentations and communication in general, with an enhanced professional stature, image, and self-confidence, with the ability to gain and maintain audience attention and involvement, with a process to organize thoughts and meet their needs, and with methods for positive self-critique. 

The Ecumenical Forum of Christian Moldovan Women and the women involved in the project realization and monitoring recognize the important and impact for women and entire community, as investing in the education, training and leadership of women delivers high returns in terms of economic and social development. 
