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“(God) has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8)
2015 was a difficult year for Europe. We have experienced painful
attacks in France which found Europe shocked and unprepared. Never
before was Europe flooded by such a number of desperate people
coming from other parts of the world, mainly the war-torn parts,
seeking help and a human compassion and understanding. This new
situation, too, found Europe largely unprepared and shocked. While
virtually no one in Europe doubted that what happened in France in
January and November was in contradiction to basic European values
and the feeling of grief and compassion united for a while the hearts of
people in Europe, the reactions to the wave of refugees coming to the
Old Continent divided Europeans and created another amount of
feelings of frustration, fear, anger, pain…
In the midst of these challenges the EFECW sought to be a living
Christian community of sisters, creating a holy and safe space where all
women – beyond their differences – are empowered to share their
spirituality and to experience faith. The main expression of this was the
Pop Up Monastery (PUM). A deeply spiritual and safe space that put
together women from 17 countries of different ages, faith expressions,

life experiences. At PUM we were learning to live together peacefully
with our differences not seeing them as walls that divide us but as
different colours of flowers that enrich us and this world. We left PUM
filled with joy and peace, more ready to contribute to bringing peace,
love, tenderness and compassion to our aching world.
The variety of neighborhood meetings of the Ecumenical Forum had
similar aim – to help us grow in mutual understanding across
differences. They also had topics important for contemporary society –
individualism, identity and solidarity, where women sought to answer
the question “How do the life and the practice in our churches fit in with
the present changing societies?” (France); protection of environment,
especially water, which as God’s creation is also God’s gift to us
(Finland); freedom and how do we view and value it in Central Europe
25 years after the changes (Czech Republic). Through the Jacqueline
Stuyt Legacy Fund the EFECW was likewise again this year able to
support several interesting and diverse projects with national and
international impact.
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It is significant that in the time of growing islamophobia the EFECW is
part of an interreligious theological reflection. Three members of the CC
participated actively in the annual conference of the Interreligious
Conference of European Women Theologians (IKETH). Its topic in 2015
was very relevant – Convivencia, that is how can we (Christians, Jews,
Muslims) live together peacefully, sharing what we have and learning
from each other on various levels. The EFECW will continue cooperating
with IKETH also in 2016, especially talking about the situation of
refugees and particularly women and children among them.
The Egeria Pilgrimage, 10 years long spiritual project of the Forum
likewise with interreligious and peace-creating aspect was concluded
this year with a beautiful ecumenical celebration in Jerusalem.

The Forum responded also directly and immediately to the tragic events
in Paris issuing statement expressing our faith in God who is God of life
and peace, of love and mercy and calling for dialogue and
communication instead of violence and death as a way to deal with our
differences.
With our activities in 2015 we’ve been trying to respond to the current
challenges and so to become a recognized voice in Europe, a voice of
peace and understanding, and thus to fulfill our vision.

Eva Guldanova, EFECW Co-President

ANNUAL REPORT 2015

3

ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN

The Pop Up Monastery took place from the 8th to the 22nd of August
2015 at the Convent of Mariensee, Germany as part of the Young
Women’s Strategy of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian
Women (EFECW). The planning committee consisted of Carla Maurer,
Fiona Buchanan, Maryana Varabyova and Julia Lersch and the concept
was developed over a four year period.
The overall aims of the Pop Up Monastery were:
- To provide space for individual spiritual development
- To experience ecumenical and intercultural dialogue

- To pass on skills and knowledge from generation to generation
- To empower women for leadership

Further important aspects were:
- The rejuvenation of the EFECW
- The widening of its networks
- Attracting new members
- For the members of the planning committee to step into leadership
roles in the forum and acquire relevant skills (fundraising, event
management, spiritual leadership, collaboration with other
ecumenical bodies).
Fourty-two participants attended PUM over two weeks aged between
19 and 73, and from the following countries:
Netherlands, Switzerland, Moldova, Armenia, Ukraine, Serbia, England,
Scotland, Sweden, Estonia, Slovakia, Germany, Austria, Romania,
Belarus, Belgium and Greece.
The women were from various Christian denominations: RussianOrthodox, Armenian-Apostolic, Quaker, Methodist, Lutheran,
Reformed,
Presbyterian,
Greek-Evangelical,
Roman-Catholic,
Pentecostal, as well as non-denominational women and spiritual
seekers.
The Pop Up Monastery was accompanied by a documentary film team
from Austria.
Activities:
A rhythm of prayer, silence, work and workshops structured the day,
but there was also room for celebration and exchange. Women were
given the opportunity to seek time out of their busy lives and to meet
women from all generations, denominations and cultural backgrounds.
The morning and evening prayers were developed in collaboration with
the Abbess from Mariensee. The workshops were led by the members
ANNUAL REPORT 2015

4

ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN
of the planning committee (music workshop, nature and spirituality,
meditation, prayer, vigil and agape), the monastic community
(meditation, herbal workshop, prayer, pilgrimage, embroidery) and
visiting specialists (painting). Each week was accompanied by a spiritual
counsellor for team coaching and individual support of participants.
There were various opportunities to discuss and pray for current crises

and conflicts in Europe and worldwide. We took inspiration from
women from countries directly affected by war and ongoing violence
and there was a great feeling of mutual support.
Observations and participants’ feedback:
We were really pleased to see that the two groups in each of the weeks
were so diverse in terms of age, cultural background and
denominations. For many of the participants living in a monastic
community and ecumenical encounter was a first time experience
which opened up new horizons. Many women tried activities for the
first time and learnt new skills, including leading prayers, actively
participating in worship, creative skills (painting and embroidery) and
participating in a pilgrimage. Many of the women also mentioned the
impact the retreat had on their personal lives back home and how they
gained energy from it and felt spiritually renewed. There was an

emphasis on community building and sharing experiences between
younger and older generations which was also a new and fulfilling
experience for many.
The women from the convent of Mariensee embraced the community
and actively participated through sharing their experience and
knowledge. The cooperation with Abbess Görcke was very enriching
and a great support for us as a planning team.
It was important that the different groups involved (local convent,
EFECW, film team and PUM team) worked closely together to make it a
success, which was at times challenging. Regular meetings and the
support of the spiritual directors was a very important support for all
those involved.

Following the Pop Up Monastery we created an online survey and 24
participants responded. A great number of participants indicated that
they would like to become involved in the European ecumenical
movement and help organise a future Pop Up Monastery.
Carla Maurer, Fiona Buchanan, Maryana Varabyova, Julia Lersch
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Spring Coordinating Committee meeting
Belgrade, 19-22 March 2015
The second meeting of the Coordinating Committee (CC) took place in
Zemun (Belgrade) at a Franciscan monastery. The two main areas of the
discussions were:
(a) feedback from previous consultation/questionnaire of each CC
member with the members. This exercise proved useful for
summarising common achievement and challenges as well as
identifying communication break-downs.

(b) Working on the priority areas as decided by the 9th General
Assembly in developing an action plan appropriate to the needs and
wishes of the members. In this direction some first indications for
the future action plan are:
- Young women and new members: to evaluate PUM in the
context of the young women’s strategy and revise
accordingly; to develop activities (intergenerational) to
enlarge the membership at all levels; to be present in
national/European events and represent EFECW.
- Spirituality / spiritual journey: Organise an ecumenical
retreat; Develop a manual for an ecumenical retreat; insist on
European presence at all neighbourhood meetings, etc.
- External communication: organise a gender expert meeting
maybe on Gender justice in church and society – women’s
voices in Europe. Involving women politicians and members of
parliament, from functions and ministries in churches where
gender issues are worked on, networks of female pastors,
women from Christian INGOs, women academics, etc.
The CC was also received at the Orthodox Patriarchate headquarters in
Belgrade and by the RC Archbishop of Belgrade.

Autumn Coordinating Committee meeting
From left to right (standing) Marijana Ajzenkol, Eva Guldanova,
Marianne Milde CJ, Asea Railean, Martina Heinrichs, Zsuzsi Soos,
and (front) Hannah Golda, Gabriele Kienesberger, Fiona Buchanan,
Maria Koutatzi

Svätý Jur, Slovakia, 15-18 October 2015
The EFECW Coordinating Committee met at the “Agape” Centre in Svätý
Jur, near Bratislava, in Slovakia, hosted by Eva Guldanova, one of the coPresidents and the Slovak EFECW members.
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A meeting with the Secretary General of the Ecumenical Council of
Churches and women of the Slovak Forum was organised in Bratislava
during their stay.
The CC developed a full programme of activities till the end of their
mandate, having analysed and interpreted the decisions of the last
General Assembly.

know-how of the member-organisations through questionnaires; (d)
encourage in all European EFECW events knowledge-sharing and
exchange of experience to strengthen and renew membership. Another
priority working-area is the importance and presence of EFECW in the
European church and NGO settings, in bringing a Christian ecumenical
women’s perspective either through representation and participation in
relevant European structures and events or through public statements
and positions.
Co-operation with the Conference of European Churches
Two of the CC EFECW members were nominated in June 2015 by the
Conference of European Churches to its Thematic Reference Groups:
Eva Guldanova - group on Ecclesiology and Theological Dialogue among
Churches (group should start working in the fall 2016)
Fiona Buchanan - group on Human Rights (group started working in the
fall 2015)
This nomination will strengthen our ties with CEC, give us opportunity
to communicate to the wider constituency of CEC some of our
emphases and concerns, and bring fresh ideas, new developments and
information from CEC to our circles.

From left to right (front) Marianne Milde CJ, Hannah Golda, Asea
Railean (back) Eva Guldanova, Fiona Buchanan, Gabriele Kienesberger,
Marijana Ajzenkol
A lot of emphasis is given to strengthening the network of EFECW, at all
levels, by: (a) Each CC member being responsible of a certain number of
countries and ensuring continuous communication; (b) CC members
attending national and/or regional/neighbourhood meetings; (c)
creating a European database for EFECW with resources, expertise and
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Neighbourhood meetings
Angers, France, 13th-15th March 2015
“How do the life and the practice in our churches fit in with the
present changing societies? Individuals-Identities-Solidarities”
We were 24 women in Angers, from Greece, Italy, Switzerland, the
Rhineland, the Netherlands, as well as Paris, Strasbourg and Angers. The
theme, both sociological and religious, allowed us to work on current
aspects of Individualism, Identity and Solidarity in our societies and
churches.

by the dedication of some local people. The sharing of friendship
became very sensitive during the celebration of Sunday morning, by the
music and the homily given by friends of Angers. We have shared the
communion in prayer and intercessions for the Forum and for Europe.
Let us not forget, finally, the visit to the castle of Angers and in specific
the Apocalypse Tapestry, which was a great moment of discovery for
many enthusiastic participants.
We hope and wish that such living encounters help us to know better
the European Forum in her richness and diversity as means to energise
the organisation.
Michelle Lefeuvre

Kirkkonummi, Finland, 20-24 May 2015
“In Deeper Waters: sharing our traditions”
We were 15 women from 7 countries: Estonia, Germany, Norway,
Poland, Russia, Sweden, Finland, and of course from several churches.
The venue, Hvittorp, helped us to both study the problems and to relax
between the sessions at the lakeside.

Dominican father H. Legrand showed how Pope Francis uses relations
between the Catholic church and the countries towards greater
openness to the social realities of our time, and rejects the hierarchical
relationships with states. We spent a lot of time sharing expressions of
solidarity experienced in our countries. We were particularly impressed
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Five powerful women speakers helped us to understand the different
issues. At first Laura Riuttanen told us how water is changing climate.
Then Tuija Kaunisto (Vesi Instituuti) spoke on the “Quality of Water” at
an academic level. In the afternoon Yvonne Terlinden (theologian and
psychotherapist) touched our hearts with the bible verses Gen. 21, 8-21
– the story of Sarah and Hagar!
On Friday morning a young Lutheran pastor introduced us in the theme
“Realizing and accepting shadows - Reflections from the margins”. We
got new insights and understanding of shadows and margins in our own
story of life, while she spoke about her parish and how to bring people
to trust somebody or themselves again. It was like a freshening wind to
listen to her.

reflections in three blocks: (a) Prof. Jan Sokol made a presentation on
Society and Economics. (b) Josef Špak (former patriarch of the
Czechoslovak Hussite Church) held a lecture on Church and Ecumenism.
(c) Ing. Bohuslava Boučková (Union of Catholic Women) concluded the
reflections speaking on the topic „Woman and Family“. All three

Two other highlights were: the guided tour and the dinner in Pokrova
Orthodox Center; and the meditative excursion in the Nuuksio national
park with Riitta Wahlström.
Marianne Milde CJ, EFECW CC-member

Prague, Czech Republic, 27-31 May 2015
“Twenty five years after the changes in central Europe: what did we gain and
what did we lose?”
The international meeting of women took place in a capuchin
monastery in Prague with 36 participants from Germany, Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Austria, Hungary and Romania.
The programme started with visits to important landmarks and places
in Prague and its historical centre, and was followed by thematic

lectures were followed by discussions and sharing experiences. Also,
every day of the conference started and ended with common
ecumenical devotion, each time prepared by sisters from one of the
participating countries.
Participants also participated in two special events:
a. On Friday the 29th May participants were able to visit the churches in
the vicinity of the Capuchin Monastery with a special programme
prepared by individual parishes for the Night of Churches 2015.
b. At 8 p. m. on 30th May, a concert took place in the refectory of the
monastery. The ensemble Trio Cantabile played compositions
inspired by great women characters of the Bible, composers being G.
P. Telemann, G. F. Händel, A. Vivaldi and others.
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Results of the project: The initiative of the International Meeting of
Women came from Germany and the aim was to extend and strengthen
contacts with Czech women in order to overcome stereotypes and
prejudices from the past. During excursions, the participants of the
meeting got acquainted with the history and the current atmosphere of
Prague and they came to the conclusion that for them it was an
enrichment due to new information and wonderful impressions. During
common talks, prayers, evening sessions, lectures and discussions the
participants realized how intensively the history of the nations of
Central Europe pervades and how similar historical experience pulls
these nations together. The women who were witnesses to the World
War II and the time after that war brought in precious memories of the
events that led to the division of the nations of Central Europe. In the
past 25 years the economic and social differences between the
countries of Central Europe have been leveled. All the participants
agreed on the fact that personal contacts and meetings is the way
leading to overcoming the barriers that still remain between us, to
mutual understanding, tolerance, and building confidence.
Nadeje Mandysova (edited)

Jacqueline Stuyt Legacy Fund
Projects funded in 2015
“Who Touched My Clothes?” (Mk 5,30), EFCW in Serbia
“In deeper waters: Sharing our traditions”, Baltic neighbourhood meeting,
Hvittorp, Kirkkonummi, Finland
"Convivencia: How to Learn to Live Together", IKETH conference, Berlin,
Germany
Timothy Leadership Training for Women, EFCW in Romania, Stejeris, Mures,
Romania
Egeria Pilgrimage: Closing Seminar, Jerusalem, EFCW Germany
„Expressions of our faith: logos, music, icon”, EFCW Greece (March 2016)

“Who touched my clothes?”
August 2015, Soko Grad, Serbia
Thirty women from different churches (Serbian Orthodox, Macedonian
Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Greek Catholics, Baptist, Methodist,
Adventist), and different countries (Serbia, Macedonia and Bosnia),
ages from 17-78 met in the orthodox monastery “Sveti Nikola”, in Soko
Grad, in the central Serbia. We also expected women from Croatia and
Slovenia, but in that very last moment Croatia and Slovenia closed their
borders (because of the refugees), so our sisters could not participate.
They sent us their papers and we shared their work and mission in this
way.
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The purpose of this regional meeting/gathering was to help different
women organizations to learn about each other and to get information
about EFECW. We hoped and wished to empower each other and to
find inspiration and support in each other. And we did. We had
wonderful time in presenting our work, in doing small pilgrimage in
nature, in praying morning and evening and in creating handicraft. The
trace of the conference will be a documentary film and a publication in
the form of interreligious calendar with the information of the women
organizations that participated at the conference.

Besides this regional meeting we had: a monodrama play (actress
Mirjana Vukojcic) in the Franciscan church in Zemun, on the text from
Russian writer Dostojevski, about women suffering; a piano concert, by
Ljiljana Arsenovic, on women, inspiration of composers; the (two young
girls) duo “Agape”, with a flute concert; a poetry-evening in memory of
our (Croatian) poetess Vesna Parun; an ecumenical regional concert
(including: a RC choir from Bosnia; a protestant guitar player and singer
from America with the group from Croatia; an orthodox guitar player
and singer from Novi Sad). We met women from Novi Sad EFECW and
also from Osjek (Croatia) in Novi Sad, talking about 2015 activities and
also about future plans. On 28th of December we organized night prayer
waiting for the Advent and we prayed for peace, unity and read
Matthew’s Gospel. Finally, in Zemun City Library we introduced the
Forum and watched the movie from our regional conference in the
monastery. Participants received interreligious calendar with written
messages from the conference.

Timothy Leadership Training for Women

Key words from this event are: solidarity, peace, mutual understanding,
love, women network, culture and art as the bridge among the
different, one God.

August and October 2015, Mara Mures and Stejeris, Romania
„Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.” James 1,17
A training called Timothy Leadership Training was held in Stejeris 5-9
October with 21 participants. These trainings’ main goal is to train and
equip lay leaders and pastors to become the driving forces of spiritual
growth in their own congregation and to train Presbyters, women group
leaders, and parents.
ANNUAL REPORT 2015
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The basic training in which we’ve participated is dealing with two
aspects of Christian life: Caring for God’s people, and Christian
Stewardship. The first one is about God’s will and expectation towards
the leaders, regarding their caring for those, who are in their
communities. The second one is about what does the Bible teach about
work and giving. We were coming from different parts of the country
from Timisoara to Barot and from different social backgrounds:
students, retired, workers, agricultural workers, intellectuals, public
workers and business women.

her leading skills. In the light of the Word we were searching for answers
and concrete ways how we could become instruments of change in the
hands of God.
God entrusted us with guarding and taking care of the Earth, He
entrusted us with upbringing of our children, with different talents and
gifts, which we have to use in such a way that we might become
blessings for others and that we might glorify God. We have to become
good stewards of our time, financial resources, we have to take care of
our environment, to recognize those who are in need and help them.
We could learn in a relaxing and pleasant atmosphere, and all of us tried
to give the maximum, being dedicated to learn. Of course we had our
time for relaxing and enjoying each other’s company.
Szép Piroska (participant)

"Convivencia: learning to live together”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer Haus Berlin, Germany, 16 – 19 April 2015
Between 16th and 19th April 2015, in Berlin, the Interreligious
Conference of Women Theologians (IKETH) took place. Three members
of EFECW CC, Eva Guldanova, Marijana Ajzenkol, Asea Railean, attended
the conference.
We started each day with a devotion done by the pastors, who helped
us to focus on our daily tasks. Every theme was interpreted in the light
of the Bible and this way we were looking for answers to our questions.
The training method was inductive and participatory, which was new
and interesting for me. During the training sessions each of us could try

During the conference we learned to live together and not against each
other. “Living together“ is a lifelong learning process as cultural
concepts and religious expressions are fluid and multilayered,
responding to social, economic and political developments and change.
The president of the Interreligious Think-Tank, Amira Hafner-Al Jabaji
emphasized that learning happens at various levels and its most
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important goal may be to create trust between the members of the
learning community. Liturgy professor Brigitte Enzner-Probst pleaded to
continue developing a “hermeneutics of everyday life”, that would
reflect experiences at the borders of religious institutions. Kantor Jalda
Rebling, spiritual leader of the Ohel Hachidusch community
(Berlin) invited to (re)discover common spiritual spaces such as music
and liturgical singing, but also proposed to explore new ones: How
about an interreligious garden of Abraham?

relentless persecution and murder of Jewish communities in many parts
of Europe.
We, as the conference participants, visited the Memorial church in
Plötzensee which features the images of Alfred Hrdlicka’s “Dance of
Death” co-memorating the thousands of persons resisting the Hitler
regime who were executed in the nearby execution prison Plötzensee.
Pastor Michael Maillard also spoke about the engagement of the parish
in a neighborhood where many migrants live and work.
We visited the Turkish Sehitlik mosque and its newly-opened cultural
centre. We participated in the Sabbath evening-service in the
Oranienburgerstrasse synagogue, where we were welcomed by Rabbi
Gesa Ederberg.

“Convivencia” is essentially about sharing and shaping everyday life,
traditionally the domain of women; but characterized by a low theory
level.

The conference closed with a Sunday service at Marienkirche, one of
the oldest churches in Berlin, and then meeting with Pastor Haussmann
and a team from the “House of One”, an important initiative of
Christian, Jewish and Muslim persons and institutions. Their aim is to
create a room for worship where the three religions can be under one
roof. They would worship in their separate spaces, a synagogue, a
mosque and a church, but would share a central space, which would be
filled together.
Asea Railean, EFECW Co-President

A special feature of the conference: the inputs of EFECW participants
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Slovakia and Moldova. We spoke
about the interreligious situation in our native and respective countries,
demonstrating that interreligious issues have a long tradition in Europe,
spanning from the flourishing encounter of cultures in Al-Andalus to the
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Egeria Way, final conference
Jerusalem, 21-27 October 2015
The eleventh and final leg of the Egeria Way project, through Israel and
Palestine, came to a close on 27 October 2015 with an ecumenical

communion service held in the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in
Jerusalem. This brought to a successful conclusion this ten-year
pilgrimage project following in the footsteps of the early Christian
pilgrim Egeria, reaching the final destination of Jerusalem.
Thirteen women made the
pilgrimage from 10 - 24 October
2015, following Egeria through
Israel and Palestine. The twoweek itinerary for 2015 began in
northern Israel and used the
waymarked Israel National Trail,
which corresponds in several
places to Egeria's historical
pilgrimage route. For some of the
individual day stages they were joined on the pilgrimage by Jewish and
Muslim women also.

This final leg of the pilgrimage included a week of meetings in Jerusalem
and Bethlehem. From 21 October a number of former pilgrims and hosts
from the earlier stages, along with supporters of the Egeria Project from
different countries across Europe came to Jerusalem and greeted the
pilgrims as they arrived at the gates of the city on 24 October. During
the final week together the whole group visited various organisations
and projects in Jerusalem and Bethlehem and shared their experiences
of the pilgrimage, before celebrating a closing service on 27 October
2015. The keynote address was given by Dr Elisabeth Raiser, former CoPresident of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women and
former National Co-ordinator of the EFECW in Germany, which is the
main sponsor of the Egeria Project.
Carola Ritter
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35th Annual Conference of the International Committee of
the Fellowship of the Least Coin
“Women on the move with God”, Guatemala, 17-24 October 2015

The conference started with an exposure programme to introduce
participants to the reality of people in Guatemala: visiting women
cooperatives; presenting projects; participating in church services,
demonstrations, etc.

The ICFLC working sessions took place from Tuesday to Thursday at
Mariapolis on the premises of our venue, a centre of the Focolare
movement, which was explained to us by Mrs. Matita, an Argentinian
member living in this centre. Parallel to the ICFLC working sessions CLAI
held an expert meeting about gender mapping in Latin America.
As in previous years many good projects for women, children and
families from all regions of the world were presented. About thirty
projects were granted along with four scholarships for young women to
support them in their studies. To give a short impression of some
concerns which are tackled through these projects: a feminist
theological consultation, support gatherings for female pastors,

awareness raising for food education, hygiene and sanitary health,
Children’s parks and playgrounds, trainings in self-esteem for women in
prison, consultations about gender based violence against women and
girls, ecumenical learning and pilgrimages, God’s creation and
ecological awareness raising, income generating activities and trainings,
e.g. dairy farming, peace and reconciliation work.
Next year FLC will celebrate her 60th anniversary in Louisville, Kentucky
in the United States of America. This special event will be hosted by the
Presbyterian women and connected to the 75th anniversary of Church
Women United.
Martina Heinrichs, ICFLC regional coordinator for Europe
ICFLC vice-president 2015-2016
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EFECW statement on peace after Paris attacks (13/11/2015)
The Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women is deeply
shocked by the attacks in Paris committed in the name of religion.
This is not our understanding of faith.
We believe in a God of life and peace, of love and mercy. We believe
in dialogue and communication instead of violence and death.
Killing is not the solution of coping with our differences and
conflicts.
We stand in solidarity with our French sisters and brothers and feel
with them in their grief and losses.

Rather than be caught in a never-ending circle of cruelty.
Have mercy on us and stay with us, oh God.
Give us strength, to stay close to You, waiting and working for the
day when “mercy and truth will meet, justice and peace will kiss
each other”.
May there be light, not darkness.
May there be love, not hatred.
May there be life, not death.
May there be talking, not killing.
May there be peace, not war.
Amen

And we pray:
In the midst of fear, violence and injustice all over the world and in
particular in Paris during these last days
We pray to You loving God,
We cry to You merciful God,
We scream to You,
our Father and Mother: Have mercy on us.
We ask and seek Your forgiveness,
Whenever we did not witness Your love and peace,
Whenever we did not recognize the trap of evil and became selfish
and closed our hearts.
But, God of peace, have mercy on us.
And have mercy on those who killed others in Your name.
Open hearts and eyes of those who are full of hatred.
In those days of sorrow, help us to stay on Your path,
Help us to be witnesses of peace and light,
ANNUAL REPORT 2015
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FINANCIAL REPORT
EXPENSES
General

Reality 2015

INCOME

ET/CC/working groups

Budget 2015
€

9.000,00

€

6.720,95

General

Accounting & Auditing

€

2.000,00

€

1.800,00

Office costs

€

400,00

€

258,64

Representations
Website

€
€

1.800,00
500,00

€
€

1.899,42
2.142,10

Printings

€

200,00

€

379,50

Assistant to CC

€

6.000,00

€

5.000,00

Bank charges/

€

200,00

€

Other costs

€

200,00

€

ReservationGA 2018
Preparatory work NC Cyprus

€ 10.000,00
€
600,00

8.700,00

€

8.087,00

FLC

€

7.800,00

€

9.161,72

Ref.Ch.Bern-Jura

€

4.800,00

€

5.662,24

Reservations Assist.
Donations

€
€

6.000,00
300,00

€

6.000,00

Other income

€

800,00

Interest ING

€

500,00

€

91,82

240,97

Interest Security

€

400,00

€

537,00

135,00

Reservation website

€

1.600,00

€

2.000,00

Total income

€ 30.900,00

€

31.539,78

6.650,00
12.500,00

2.000,00

€ 30.900,00

€ 31.194,78

Accomodation and meals
Travel exp. Bands 1, 2 & 3

€ 10.000,00
€ 8.225,00

€ 10.697,81
€ 4.797,90

Participation Fees
Kloster Mariensee

€ 5.875,00
€ 12.500,00

€
€

Travel exp. PUM members

€

1.400,00

€

1.708,70

Fundraising

€ 14.487,10

€

5.429,74

Travel exp. Trainers/Coach

€

700,00

€

459,30

€ 32.862,10

€

24.579,74

Preparatory costs 2015

€

5.000,00

€

3.773,49

Project coordination

€

2.400,00

Hon.Trainers/Staff
Workshop material

€
€

1.153,10
1.200,00

€
€

609,50
570,29

Foto copies

€

104,00

€

192,00

Cultural event/Pilgrimage

€

780,00

€

312,70

Report/Documentation

€

300,00

Other costs/Follow up

€

1.000,00

€

1.058,05

Accounting/Auditing

€
600,00
€ 32.862,10

€
400,00
€ 24.579,74

€

€

€

€

8.930,61

Total expenses
Projects

Reality 2015

€

€ 10.000,00
€
618,20
€

Reservation NC 2016

Budget 2015
Membership Fees

Pop Up Monastery (PUM) 2015

Projects

PUM film project 2015
cost film team&materials

Pop Up Monastery (PUM) 2015

PUM film project 2015
9.000,00

8.930,61

cost film team&material

9.000,00

ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN
Financial Report 2015 - overview

PLEASE REMEMBER to support the:
Budget 2015

Reality 2015

€ 30.900,00
€ 30.900,00

€
€
€

31.539,78
31.194,78
345,00

€
€
€

24.579,74
24.579,74
- aaaaa

General
income
expenses
balance

Ruth Epting Fund (REF)
Every time you think of the members of EFECW, remember
that with your donation to REF encourage all women to
participate in the life of the Forum.

Project: Pop Up Monastery (PUM) 2015
income
expenses
balance

€ 32.862,10
€ 32.862,10

Total balance

€
€

9.000,00
9.000,00

Fellowship of the Least Coin (FLC)
When you pray, have the little box ready for the least.
FLC relates us European women to our sisters around the
globe.Details in: www.flc.net.ph

Project: Pop Up Monastery (PUM) film project 2015
income
expenses
balance

Details in: http://www.efecw.net/Epting-Fund/

€
€
€

8.930,61
8.930,61
-

EFECW anniversary book

€

345,00

gabriele.kienesberger@gmx.net

You can order at:

Minimum price: 8 Euro (+postage)
solidarity price: 12 Euro

Auditors’ Report
The Financial Report 2015 was prepared by EFECW treasurer Hannah Golda.
Excerpt of the external auditor’s report (KOBRE Wirtschaftsprüfung GmbH):
“We have conducted the audit in accordance with Austrian Standards on
Auditing. In our opinion, the accounting records and financial statements
comply with Austrian law and the Forum’s articles of incorporation.”
The Financial Report was approved by the Co-Presidents and the Co-ordinating
Committee members.

Contact
Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women, 174 rue Joseph II, BE – 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium, Website: www.efecw.net Email: info@efecw.net
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/efecw.net/

Austrian EUR account number
IBAN (since May 2013): AT64 1919 0000 00269688 - SWIFT Code: BSSWATWW
Account Name: Oekumenisches Forum Christlicher Frauen in Europa
ANNUAL REPORT 2015
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