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We dedicate
this Annual Report
in honour to

1972 Publication “Für die Freiheit frei – Der Weg der Frau in Kirche und
Gesellschaft” (Free for Freedom – the Way of Woman in Church and
Society) in Zurich
1974 Full time secretary for women’s work in the Basel Mission House
1978 Moderator of the Consultation of European women in Brussels
1982 Founding member of The Ecumenical Forum of European Christian
Women (EFECW)
1986- honorary president of EFECW

our Honorary President
Pastor Dr. h.c. Ruth Epting

Ruth’s résumé of the Forum

9th June 1919 –

The Forum was the right place to share the idea of being interconfessional, although this was not easy as, Europe had been torn to
pieces by all the wounds of the war and by the Iron Curtain. At first the
Forum worked in geographical regions, but the crucial moment for the
Forum came in 1990 in York, following the opening of the former Soviet
borders. From that moment on the Forum changed its leading structure
and elected three co-presidents, representing each denominational
family and with an appropriate regional distribution.

15th June 2016
We are mourning Ruth Epting’s death.
We are grateful for Ruth Epting’s life.
Ruth Epting was born in 1919 in Basel/Switzerland, in the house of the
Basel mission. She grew up in this compound, where she could develop
a deep faith with a wide ecumenical perspective.
Deeply influenced by the activists of the Confessing Church during the
war she decided, to study theology and to become a pastor. She
overcame all obstacles in networking with women with the same wish.
1948-1953 YWCA travelling secretary of the Burckhardthaus for youth work
1952/53 work in the camps for foreign refugees in Germany
1955 Pastorate in a congregation (although no official election for
women pastors)
1961 – 1981 Executive committee member and member of the
commission of the women’s mission in the Basel Mission
1971 – 1972 Lecturer for New Testament Studies at the Theological
College of the Presbyterian Church Cameroon (PCC) in Nyasoso

In the following years the Forum attracted new member countries
(currently more than 30), held General Assemblies, National
Coordinators’ Meetings and Neighbourhood Meetings, adapting its
structure to cope with the challenges in churches and society.
Ruth was a pioneer and a visionary leader; she was a prophet who kept
a clear focus on the essential questions in church and society, which she
always strongly linked with peace-building, creating justice and showing
solidarity through a personal faith.
May she rest in peace in the eternal glory of God.

ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN
National Coordinators’ Meeting
Larnaka, Cyprus, 29th June-3rd July
“… Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like
an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5,24): How can justice, cultural
diversity and sensitivity go hand in hand?”

sensitivity go hand in hand?”. The reflection around this theme, which
is the result of the strategic priorities set by the General Assembly in
2014, will help both the European and the national organisations to
develop an action plan in the area. The other part of the NC meeting,
the “business” part, was a moment of sharing and exchanging of various
reports as well as fine-tuning future activities and events.
Programme highlights

The National Coordinators’ (NC) meeting this summer brought together
around 60 women – the national coordinators of all member
organisations of EFECW – from 24 countries in Larnaka (Cyprus). The NC
meeting consisted of two parts: one part was dedicated to the theme
“… Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream” (Amos 5,24): How can justice, cultural diversity and

A theological input by Dr. Dr. Vivie Mavroska, which first explained the
main issues – social justice as well as God’s omnipotence and final
judgement – raised by the prophet Amos and how water, in Amos book,
is the symbol of purification and reinstallation of justice and
righteousness. In the New Testament, Christ is the “living water” himself
and offered to all who are “thirsty”,
leaving the choice to righteousness,
justice, truth, to those who ask and
search for it. “All the creation is pure and
good. In its route to the likeness of God
there are lots of wounds” is a reality that
we are called as Church to heal to be
faithful to our true being. The following
statement by St. Maximus the Confessor
“Church is the creation and creation is
the Church” was a concept debated in
depth in working groups.
Five workshops answering the previously identified needs and interests
of the national coordinators:
1. Young women’s strategy
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2.
3.
4.
5.

How to launch a new Forum group
How to structure a meeting
Advocacy
Women in Church and Society today: 20 years after the WCC decade

A guest speaker from the World
Council of Churches, Ms Fulata Moyo
on the topic: “engendering unity: the
building of a just Community of
Women and Men in the Church in the
multi-religious context” giving a
historical review of the presence of
women in the ecumenical movement
and an overview of the development of women’s issues in the Christian
churches.
Launching the film ‘Gardens of Eve’ part of the 5-year EFECW project
Pop-Up Monastery (PUM). The film follows the women leading the
project, as well as participants, as they uncover what it means to have
faith, to live in community, to be searching, and to support one another
on our journeys.
National reports and networking: space was offered to share news,
exchange experiences and plan future activities together at a regional
and European level.
Prayer and ecumenical worship: strong emotional and unifying
moments for participants, who appreciated the variety as well as the
detailed and careful preparation of praying events. An emotional

memorial prayer for EFECW founder Ruth Epting was organised,
including participants’ testimonies and prayers.

Excursion and celebrating together are important to the constructive
atmosphere of open dialogue and living sisterhood in EFECW.
Special features
The venue contributed in a special way to the Conference. On one hand
the physical conditions (warm weather, sun, sea) contributed
immensely to the participants’ sense of well-being and on the other
hand the local experience of ecumenism and authentic intercultural
dialogue brought in by our members in Cyprus was a living example of
possible changes in other European countries, even structural and
political ones.
Strategic direction and future planning
The National Coordinators meeting enabled EFECW to develop a
number of these key priorities and themes through the keynote
speeches and workshops highlighted above. As we now look to planning
our next General Assembly in Serbia in 2018, we will continue to address
these aims through three ongoing working groups:
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•

“JustRight”: women in church and society (marking the
anniversary of the WCC decade)
• Young Women’s Strategy
• Ecclesiology (linked to the Conference of European Churches
working group)
We look forward to welcoming new and younger women to EFECW,
and ensuring that the original aims of the organisation remain at the
core of its identity – to strengthen the ecumenical network of women,
to help women to promote initiatives for peace, justice and
reconciliation, and to challenge women to take up leadership roles in
church and society.
Special thanks to our Donors- Sponsors:
Renovabis; Schweizer Kath. Frauenbund / Weltgebetstag (SKF);
Frauenarbeit im Gustav-Adolf Werk Deutschland; Ruth Epting Fund
(REF); Congregatio Jesu Mitteleuropa; Orthodox Archbishop of Cyprus;
German Church of Cyprus; Cyprus Tourism Office.

Spring Coordinating Committee meeting
Huissen, 31 st March – 3 rd April 2016
The spring CC meeting was hosted in the Dominican Monastery, in
Huissen (The Netherlands) and focused, among others, on preparing the
National Coordinators’ meeting, Young Women Strategy and
representation strategy.
During the meeting the CC dedicated one afternoon-evening session in
meeting with Dutch women representatives of: the EFECW Dutch
member organisation; the Dutch Women’s Synod, and sister Holkje van
der Veer.

Autumn Coordinating Committee meeting
Rabat, Malta, 27-30 October 2016
From 27th-30th October 2016 the coordinating committee (CC) of
EFECW met on the island of Malta at the Carmelite Retreat Centre
“Lunzjata” in Rabat. We were delighted to welcome Zsuzsi Soos to our
meeting, who had been unable to attend recent meetings after having
given birth to her first child. Unfortunately, Sr Marianne Milde CJ was
unable to be with us (present in a European meeting of “Congregatio
Jesu” in Bucharest), and we missed her humour and helpful
contributions. We had a packed agenda as always, but also enjoyed
spending time together chatting and catching up on news.
Part of the programme included a mid-term reflection, as we are now
halfway through our term as a CC. On reflection, we realised how much
we had grown as a team, and how much had been achieved since we
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first started work in 2014. We also reflected on the recent NC meeting
in Cyprus, which was our first one as a CC, and we were grateful for the
positive feedback received from NCs following this meeting. As a team,
we are always keen to learn from our experiences, and we also
considered how we might apply the learning from this meeting to our
next event – the General Assembly in Serbia, 2018.

As always, we were delighted
to welcome local forum women
to our meeting – this included
women from Catholic Action,
Churches Together in Malta,
and the Catholic Ecumenical
Commission. It was very
interesting to hear about the
situation on the island, and we
also provided an overview of
how national fora work and some of our ongoing projects, which we
hope will be helpful for the Maltese Forum as it continues to grow.

A large part of our meeting was taken up with forward planning of the
General Assembly, and we had extremely fruitful discussions on both
the theme and content, and also the practical details that accompany
the organising of an event of this size. We look forward to sharing news
with forum members over the next few months as (about) our planning
progresses.
ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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Jacqueline Stuyt Legacy Fund
“Expressions of our faith: logos, music, icon”, EFECW
Greece (implementation in 2016)
“From garden to table”, EFEK Croatia
"Church is the body of Christ”, Neighbourhood
meeting, Slovakia
“Women in Migration”, Francophone Neighbourhood
meeting, Switzerland (implementation in 2017)
“…our love should not be just word and talk; it must
be true love, which shows itself in action”, EFECW
Romania (implementation in 2017)

“Healthy food: from garden to table”
13-15th May, 2016, EFCW Croatia

The event has been organized in cooperation with the association “OSVRT”
(Urban gardens of Osijek) in two terms (spring and autumn). In the first term,
which was held from 13th -15th May 2016, sisters from EFCW Croatia from
Osijek and nearby and Zagreb have taken part as well as our sisters from Serbia
(branches Zemun and Novi Sad). Everything took place in the facilities of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Osijek. All guests were accommodated in the
parish premises where the lectures were being held, whereas the workshops
took place in the parish yard where all participants (26 women and 3 men)
applied what was presented in the lectures which the guest lecturer, Mrs
Senka Štorat (agronomist- specialised in phytopatology), had prepared.
The main issues of the lecture were specifying the difference between bio and
eco cultivating; on what kind of parcels is cultivating possible (gardens,
terraces, balconies); how to organize them (types of flowerbeds, containers,
plastic bottles, etc.); how to organize good and avoid bad plant
neighbourhood; plants which preserve and improve both human and plant
health; basic techniques of composting, bio-nourishment (which is to be
pointed out more specific in the autumn term of the seminar).

During the workshop we planted certain vegetables, herbs and flowers in
different ways on prepared flowerbeds of different kinds.
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We seeded into the open
flowerbed according to the good
neighbour principle. Be free to
disperse some garlic upon the
flowerbed – parasites avoid it as
well.

And found out how to improve an
ugly part of the garden:
by turning it into a gorgeous alpinium.

At the visit to the Osijek urban gardens, on ground given to disposal from the
city council gardening amateurs and healthy food lovers made use of it by
growing various kinds of plant material from vegetables over herbs to flowers.
This is the result of our workshop, and the internal committee has inspected

The second day of our seminar we rejoiced together in celebrating Pentecost
filling our spiritual batteries.

it. The second part of this seminar continued in fall, where we could see what
came out of our flowerbed and the plastic bottles. Finally, behold how our Lord
showed His blessing presence all three days long.
By Ana Slačanac
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“Theology through Art”
March 18-20, 2016, Corfu, Greece
Greek branch of EFECW “Damaris the Athenian”
Main objective was the establishment of a
new Forum group on the island of Corfu,
where religious communities of several
Christian Churches co-exist and the women
there, are interested in the promotion of the
Forum´s ideas and ecumenical aims.
On the first day, besides visiting the venues
in order to check that everything was in
order, we met with residents of Corfu,
representing the local church communities,
discussing the possibility of a new group
there.
On the second day, we had two events
(morning and night). The whole concept was
to present the different kinds of art in the Bible or inspired by the Bible. The
project has been worked out by members of the Greek Forum who gave
excellent presentations on:
a. Religiousness and Women standards in the work of Ionian Islands’
poets
b. Prose and Poetry in the Holy Bible
c. Iconography in the East and the West
d. Icon as an experience of faith
e. Music as a means of worshiping God (Religious music concert in
cooperation with the Department of Music Studies of the Ionian
University and the participation of local musical groups).

The morning session was held at the Cultural Center of the Holy Metropolis of
Corfu and the evening, at the Holy Catholic Cathedral of Corfu (Duomo).
On the third day members of our group attended their own churches, meeting
women of Corfu in order to discuss future activities that will make the forum
more widely known on the island and will help create a new and active Forum
group there. We also took time to do some evaluation of the whole project
with our representative in Corfu.
By Ersie Antoniadou
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EFECW representation work
36th Annual Conference of the International Committee of
the Fellowship of the Least Coin
“Let justice and peace embrace each other”, Louisville/Kentucky,
USA, 12th-21st October 2016
2016 is a festive year for FLC as it
has been founded 60 years before,
in 1956. This anniversary was
commemorated with a special
celebration in the chapel of the
Presbyterian seminary of Louisville
on Sunday 16th of October,
followed by a reception where
many ‘old’ and ‘new’ women
committed
to
this prayer
movement met each other and
exchanged memories. Rev.Yamina Apolinaris, outgoing chairperson
from Puerto Rico, held the sermon based on psalm 85 emphasizing the
importance of keeping justice and peace together, letting them
embrace each other instead of putting them in separate boxes as it
happens so often by dominant forces in the trying and difficult times we
live in. “Dominant forces in our world have tried to strip justice of peace.
The situation is that, Peace can represent a genuine effort to bring
harmony and wellbeing, but, if it’s not accompanied by justice, it will be
short lived, for peace without justice could not be maintained. And so, in

the name of peace, killing continues; in the name of peace, the ends
justify the means; in the name of justice, hundreds of black children and
youth end up in jails or cemeteries; in the name of a justice and a peace
process that are disconnected from one another, civilian children,
women, men are bombarded; the rights of the poor are ignored and
basic human and civil rights are put into hold.” Against this hopelessness
FLC sets – together with the psalmist – signs of hope in continuing her
60 years old journey by praying for justice, peace and reconciliation and
by putting aside least coins in solidarity with women and children all
over the world. As in previous years the
International Committee gave grants to
more than 40 projects for women and
children in all parts of the world
promoting health care, theological
education, awareness raising about
gender based violence, women’s
leadership skills, war trauma healing,
empowerment of indigenous women
and children, interfaith dialogue,
awareness raising about HIV/AIDS and
many other items. 5 scholarship
applications were granted to young women from Asia, Africa and Latin
America to support them in their studies of theology, law and
midwifery.
We are thankful to the Presbyterian women who hosted us, organized
a marvelous program – one of the highlights being a visit to the
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Presbyterian Center in Louisville built out of two old ware houses at the
shores of the river Ohio - and made it possible that we could visit
churches and their communities nearby. I was in the group which was
warmly welcomed by Shawnee, an African American congregation in
Louisville West. We also saw a project of a shrinking Presbyterian
congregation in the neighbouring state Indiana which found new
purpose and inspiration by starting a diaper project for poor single
mothers, mainly of Hispanic origin. Even in a rich country as the US 1
out of 3 children under 4 years live in poverty. Their mummies cannot
pay the diapers which are obligatory for staying in a day care center. So
they have to stay at home with their babies and cannot go to work or
follow an education. So they are kept in poverty. By reaching out to
these women this vicious circle can hopefully be broken through. Finally
some members of the ICFLC including myself got the opportunity to
meet students working on their doctorates in leadership education at
Spalding University, founded by and affiliated with the catholic Sisters
of Charity of Nazareth. We spoke at a panel on global leadership of
women and brought to an interested audience our experiences as
women in leading positons in churches and ecumenical networks in our
respective countries and contexts.
2016 is also a festive year for Church Women United – USA. In 1941
while bombs were dropping on Pearl Habour and the world was at war
three Christian women’s organisations formed a national umbrella
representing women from 70 Christian denominations. Their first
common action was a petition to the US government to take its
responsibility for peace. CWU is still a strong movement for informed
prayer and prayerful action. The mission is to be a racially, culturally and

theologically inclusive Christian women's
movement celebrating unity in diversity
and working for a world of peace and
justice. This was well mirrored in the
group of more than 300 women from all
over the US who celebrated the 75th
anniversary in Louisville during the
weekend prior to the ICFLC annual
meeting. We were invited to take part
and gave a wider picture and broader
horizon by contributing with prayers from all over the globe and
bringing concerns of our respective countries. In CWU multicultural
America and all skin colours were represented. This gave a diverse
picture where we Christian women of Europe have still to work on as
the Ecumenical Forum of
European Christian Women is still an entirely white movement. One of
the main concerns, however, was named over and over again: how can
we attract more young women to our movement? I was told that the
average age of CWU is above 75! The motto of the celebration was
Remember! Rejoice! Rebuild! Focusing on the future - for example by
workshops about social media - and building on the wisdom of the
pioneering women of the past. It was an honour to meet all these
dedicated American women and to hear about their concerns and
actions.
Martina Heinrichs, ICFLC regional coordinator for Europe
ICFLC chairperson2016-2018
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CEC Summerschool on Human Rights of Women and
Children
Thessaloniki, May/June 2016
“Created in God’s image: Women’s rights, a matter of belief and
justice, from the perspective of an ecumenical European women’s
movement”
Introduction
Since more than forty years various insights
coming from feminist theology and women's
or gender studies created a new selfawareness among women. Being a Roman
Catholic feminist theologian involved in
ecumenical and interreligious encounters I
will explore these insights by focussing on
Christian feminist theology and on some
practices in the contemporary ecumenical
women's movement, especially in Europe.
Hermeneutics of how to read our holy
scriptures will be described as well as other
items which are of high importance for women of faith today.
1) Feminist theology – Christian perspective
Halfway of the seventies and in the aftermath of the UN International
Women’s Year (1975) feminist theology was introduced in Europe.
Women in their churches, but also in the theological faculties no longer
accepted automatically what male theologians, clergy men and other
high-ranking persons told them about the will of God, how to be a

woman in church, society and family, how to read the Holy Scriptures.
They started to analyse and criticise their traditions, read between the
lines in the bible, and claimed a live giving theology – not abstract and
full of dogma’s but down to earth, dealing with every day challenges
and problems of concrete human beings.
2) Mary as an example
Being from a Roman catholic background I take Mary as an example.
The traditional teachings presented her as a role model, the good
obedient believer, mother and virgin at the same time, pure and sexless.
As the Mother of God, she stayed modestly at the background of her
son, she bowed in front of the will of God who told her through the
Angel Gabriel that she will bear a child without having sex with a man.
This image of a woman has been given to generations of Christian
women to tell them how to be a good woman, mother and housewife.
And it has been played out against the image of Eve, the seducer full of
lust and erotic power, dangerous to Adam in paradise, and to all men in
general. Mary, the good woman, over against Eve, the bad woman. In a
feminist perspective, we can see Mary as an autonomous independent
woman who decides consciously that she is ready to bear a son. In the
magnificat (Lk 1:46-55), the prayer of thanks which she says after having
got this news, she gives a sharp picture about right relationships in
society. Her God is a God of justice:
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
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3) Women created in the image of God - women’s rights
NO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Being created in the image of God means dignity for and
selfdetermination of women. Expressed in the language of human rights
there are several aspects, and the list is far from complete:
- The right of the integrity of the body, no harm to it, no forced actions.
But we have also the right to be ‘imperfect’. We do not need to shape
our bodies as men and the fashion industry want it to be, like a slim
model shown by the media.
- Women have the right to health and health care.
- We have the right of living freely our sexuality be it hetero or lesbian.
- We have reproductive rights to choose freely for biological or social
motherhood.
- There are sexual rights – being sexually active freely and on our own
will which means: no rape in war situations or in marriage and no
penetration or other sexual actions against our will.
- Economical rights like financial independence, equal salaries.
- Rights of equal citizenship, democracy and equal participation in
secular institutions and in politics
- Equal rights and participation in our faith communities, representing
God as well as men do, right to religious expression from our own
female point of view.
4) Women reading Holy Scriptures
After having been excluded from reading the Holy Scriptures for many
centuries women started to read and analyse the bible on their own
terms. And it became obvious that it matters who is reading. Going to

the text in its original language, there are often several possibilities to
translate. Not all women in the bible are sinners and whores as it seems
in the traditional versions. When women look through their own glasses

they often discover much more woman friendly interpretations which
are also possible. Looking with suspicious eyes at the old traditions they
creatively find what is not said and hidden between the lines. So, it
became clear that many teachings had been coloured by interests of the
hierarchical church and powerful clergy men, used as power
mechanisms to keep believers, and specially women, in an obedient
role.
5) Claiming our space in the churches: in the center, not in the margin
Some ten years later Christian women – catholic and protestant started in the Netherlands to give up modesty concerning their role in
the churches. Though some Christian churches (protestant and oldcatholic, not Eastern orthodox and Roman catholic) do ordain women
which means that they have women priests, some even women
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bishops, this does not automatically mean that their churches have
become entirely women friendly and inclusive. Free spaces were still
felt to be needed inside and outside of the churches. The first
Ecumenical Women’s Synod took place in 1987. This was no longer a
nice conference of women to meet and exchange about several subjects

but a serious and policy making meeting. A synod is a gathering of
church leaders in the protestant church or bishops in the catholic church
who take decisions about theological items and church policies. By
claiming the word ‘Synod’ (coming together, but also: being on our way
together) these women described themselves as decision makers taking
their affairs into their own hands. Seventy conclusions and demands on
the position of women in church and society, on women friendly
exegesis and liturgical language, on sexual violence, on (homo)sexuality,
and many other items were addressed to decision making powers in
churches and society with the aim to improve the lives of women. These
were exiting times, we were pioneering, we felt that we were writing

history. Up till today every five years we hold such a women’s synod. So
the idea is still alive. Many new items have been brought to the table.
Feminist theology itself was criticised as being too one-sided: white,
middle class, heterosexual, Europe and North America centered. Black
Christian women raised their voice and formulated a womanist
theology. Lesbians developed a new perspective and criticised heterocentrism. Third world theologians formed their own networks and
theology. This all added up to more diversity and wholeness without
wiping out the differences. And the growing migration to our countries
brought also new religions to Europe and the Netherlands adding up to
those communities of former colonies which were already present since
a longer period. We all know that this unfortunately did not go without
tensions, and brought more populism and islamophobia, even
murdering and political killings to the Netherlands and other European
countries. One of the initiatives to strive for more understanding and
peaceful living together is the interfaith dialogue and interreligious
learning which started in the ecumenical women’s movement in the
nineties. Muslim and Christian women came together to read in their
Holy Books, and to learn more about the life and religion of each other.
Throughout Europe and even worldwide interreligious women’s
networks were born in this period.
6) Leadership of women – new forms
More than twenty-five years after the first Women’s Synod and on the
background of sociological surveys showing an increasing secularisation
during the last two decennia in the Netherlands and other countries of
Europe we have to face that the influence of churches as moral
authority has gone down dramatically. Still Christian women have their
networks and communities inside and outside or on the edge of
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churches. However, for most of these communities we have to say that
they are aging. The Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women,
on the other hand, can rejoice in a group of young women who are
active and visible. Taking into account increasing tendencies of not
church-bound spirituality or religiosity in nowadays Europe, they set up
a project which is called “Pop Up Monastery”, a flexible spiritual place
which they intend to offer every year in the summer in another

sometimes also difficult process has started to explore alternatives of
what we possibly can share as women. As symbols of our daily life, of
our joys and sufferings we had: bread and roses, water and tears,
grabbles and stones, candles/lights and nuts. To name only some. All
connected to the Holy Scriptures and to the stories of ordinary people,
to literature and life stories.
7) Conclusions
Women on the lead – female religious leadership
•
•

•
•
European country to welcome guests and travelers on their spiritual
journey. They can stay for some days or weeks to relax, meditate,
practice yoga, be in silence, talks and discussions, or for ecological
gardening and painting or other creative activities. This
intergenerational retreat seems to answer to the needs of young (and
older) modern women to recover from a busy daily life. At the same
time and as another example of religious leadership of women there is
a discussion going on about ecumenical sharing in the Forum. There are
doctrine and dogmas of our official churches which make it impossible
to share Eucharist, bread and wine in memory of Jesus dead on the
cross, though we all belong to Christian churches. A very creative, but

•
•
•
•

patriarchal analysis of mainstream religious tradition: be sharp
and suspicious
reading our Holy Scriptures with feminist glasses: where are the
women? What is said, what is not mentioned? Who speaks in
what interest? Read between the lines. Study the original
language and seek for more possible translations.
strengthen women leaders within our (declining) faith
communities
create new safe spaces and alternative networks: for
experiments, for open discussions and debates, for alternatives
in a secular world, for creative solutions, for new religious
symbols and holistic language
believing on our own terms as self-conscious women in the
image of God
be in solidarity with women
struggle for human rights of women in society and church
show commitment for the needs of the world.
Input of Martina Heinrichs
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Gardens of Eve
EFECW film, release in 2017

women leading the project, as well as participants, as they uncover
what it means to have faith, to live in community, to be searching, and
to support one another on our journeys.
The film ‘Gardens of Eve’ has now officially been released. The film is a
project of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women, and
was funded by the Methodist Church in Britain. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those women involved in the production of
the film for their time, talents and honesty.

From the 8 - 21 August 2015, fifty women between 19 and 73 years
moved into the vast monastery building in Mariensee, Germany, to
create the first ever European ecumenical 'Pop Up Monastery' and to
share the life with the women who live there in community. The
participants were from 17 European countries, and from various
Christian denominations: Orthodox and Quakers, Methodists,
Protestants, Catholics and spiritual seekers. A rhythm of prayer, silence,
tasks and workshops structured the day, but there was also room for
celebration and exchange. Women were given the opportunity to seek
time out of their busy lives and to meet women from all generations,
denominations and cultural backgrounds.

Fiona Buchanan, EFECW Coordinating Committee member
On behalf of the CC of EFECW and the PUM Coordinating Team

This project was five years in the making, and the film ‘Gardens of Eve’
http://www.efecw.net/publications/efecw-videos.html, follows the
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EXPENSES & INCOME 2016

FINANCIAL REPORT 2016
Budget 2016

31 December 2016
Budget 2016

Reality 2016

Reality 2016

INCOME
General

EXPENSES
General
CC/Working groups
Accounting & Auditing
Office costs
Representations
Website
Printings
Assistant to CC
Bank charges/
Other costs
Reservation GA 2018

€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€

9.000,00
2.000,00
400,00
2.000,00
500,00
200,00
6.000,00
200,00
200,00
10.000,00

€
€
€
€
€

Total expenses

€

30.500,00

€ 24.656,35

National Coordinators Meeting Cyprus
€ 23.179,00
Accomodation and meals
8.400,00
€
Travel exp. Bands I & II
3.500,00
Travel exp.Co-Pres./CC/Assist €
1.500,00
€
Preparatory costs
150,00
€
Foto copies
1.400,00
€
Cultural event/Pilgrimage
1.000,00
€
Report/Documentation
500,00
€
Other costs/Follow up
200,00
€
Accountin/Auditing
€ 39.829,00

€ 21.058,00
€ 5.803,12
€ 3.221,45
235,00
€
3,80
€
€ 1.414,00
500,00
€
100,00
€
200,00
€
€ 32.535,37

€
€
€
€

8.623,12
1.800,00
169,96
1.641,30
390,00
429,00
6.000,00
234,52
368,45
5.000,00

Membership Fees
FLC block grant
Ref.Ch.Bern-Jura
Donations
Other income
Interest ING
Interest Security

€
€
€
€
€
€
€

8.700,00
8.800,00
5.650,00
300,00
6.350,00
200,00
500,00

€
€
€
€
€
€
€

8.649,00
9.367,49
5.341,98
696,20
12,00
36,76
425,00

Total income

€ 30.500,00

€

24.528,43

National Coordinators Meeting Cyprus
€ 10.800,00 €
Participation Fees
€ 26.665,00 €
Fundraising
€
Other donations
€ 2.364,00 €
EFECW contribution
€ 39.829,00 €

10.626,00
16.141,60
1.928,50
3.839,27
32.535,37

Projects

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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PLEASE REMEMBER to support the:

Financial Report 2016 - overview
SHORT OVERVIEW
Budget 2016
General income
€ 30.500,00
expenses
€ 30.500,00
balance
€
Project: National Coordinators Mtg. Cyprus
income
€ 39.829,00
expenses
€ 39.829,00
balance
€
Project: Pop Up Monastery (PUM) film project
income
€ 5.744,94
expenses
€ 5.744,94
balance
€
Total balance

Reality 2016
€ 24.528,43
€ 24.656,35
€
127,92€
€
€

32.535,37
32.535,37
-

2016
€
7.083,46
€
7.083,46
€
€

Ruth Epting Fund (REF)
Every time you think of the members of EFECW, remember
that with your donation to REF encourage all women to
participate in the life of the Forum.
Details in: http://www.efecw.net/Epting-Fund/

Fellowship of the Least Coin (FLC)
When you pray, have the little box ready for the least.
FLC relates us European women to our sisters around the
globe.Details in: www.flc.net.ph

EFECW anniversary book
You can order at:

127,92-

gabriele.kienesberger@gmx.net

Auditors’ Report

Minimum price: 8 Euro (+postage)
solidarity price: 12 Euro

The Financial Report 2016 was prepared by EFECW treasurer Hannah Golda.
Excerpt of the external auditor’s report (KOBRE Wirtschaftsprüfung GmbH):
“We have conducted the audit in accordance with Austrian Standards on
Auditing. In our opinion, the accounting records and financial statements
comply with Austrian law and the Forum’s articles of incorporation.”
The Financial Report was approved by the Co-Presidents and the Coordinating Committee members.

Contact
Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women, 174 rue Joseph II, BE – 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium, Website: www.efecw.net Email: info@efecw.net
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/efecw.net/

Austrian EUR account number
IBAN (since May 2013): AT64 1919 0000 00269688 - SWIFT Code: BSSWATWW
Account Name: Oekumenisches Forum Christlicher Frauen in Europa
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